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cement upon the skin. According to a brief discussion in the
Medical Times (October, 1909)--Some physicians have attributed
the corrosive action to calcium carbonate and to sulphuric acid.
Fresh cement, however, does not contain calcium carbonate;
and it is questioned whether slacked lime or even partly slacked
lime will produce this effect, for masons working with lime
mortar are seldom if ever attacked with cement makers itch.
The quantity of sulphuric acid in cement is very small. Possibly
the effect may be explained by mechanical friction between the
skin and very fine but hard particles of cement. Briquette
makers, observes Scientific American, are subject to a similar
but less serious annoyance. Cement makers itch and ordinary
itch have one sympton in common--intense itching, especially at
night. The itching appears to be increased by the heat of the
bed, and is also more annoying in...
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