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illustrated. 1795 Excerpt: . . . 405 SERMON XXXI. LUKE XXVI. 15. And he said unto them, ye are they which justify
yourelves before men; but God kioweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed amongst men is
abomination in the Jight of God. IN the parable of the unjust steward with which this chapter begins, and in all
the former part of the chapter to the end of the thirteenth verse, our blessed Master had been speaking against
mens anxiety about temporal concerns, and their indiGerence about spiritual ones; against their covetousness,
and, in short, against their too great love of the world, or of worldly things. Upon which we are told in the
fourteenth verse, that the Pharisees who E e 3 were weie eweioiis, atid heard all that had passed, instead os
being edified or reformed by it, insolently derided him, and treated his doctrine with profane contehipt. TO
whom OUr Savior replies in the fiIeenth verse which I have chosen for the Text, ye are they who justify
yourselves before men; fjut God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly eIeemed amongst men is
abomination in the sight of God. The business of the following Sermon shall be, to illustrate these words, and to
render them as useful as I am able, by a few pertinent observations and remarks upon them. Let me only
premise, that the term Pharisees, does not signify the Jews promifeuoufly, but a certain sect, or religious party,
distinguished under that...
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