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indexed. Not illustrated. 1776 Excerpt: .to decide the dispute. I will refer it to Euripides, Sophocles, and
Menander. POPE. I am afraid of those judges i for I fee them continually walking hand in hand, and engaged in
the most friendly conversation, with Corneille, Racine, and Moliere. Our dramatick writers seem, in general, not
so fond of their company: they sometimes shove rudely by them, and give themselves airs of superiority. They
flight their reprimands, and laugh at their precepts. In short, they will be tried by their country alone; and that
judicature is partial. BOI1E AU. I will press this question no further.--But let me ask you, to which of our rival
tragedians, Racine and Corneille, do you give the preference? Pope. The sublimest plays of Corneille are, in my
judgement, equalled by the Athalia of Racine; and the tender passions are certainly touched by that elegant
and most pathetick writer with a much finer hand.,1 need noE add, that he is infinitely more correct than
Corneille, and more harmonious and noble in his versification. Corneille formed himself entirely upon Lucan;
but the master of Racine was Virgil. How much-better a taste had the former than the latter in chusing his
model! BOILEAU, . My friendship with Racine, and my partiality for his writings, make me hear with great
pleasure the preference given to him above Corneille by so judicious a critick. Pope. That he excelled his
competitor in the particulars I have mentioned, cannot I think be denied. But...
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