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KF27 . R38 2006h OCLC Number: (OCoLC)76942028 Subject: Border patrols -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 9 My
testimony today will focus on recent and on-going cooperative e orts to ad-dress illegal border crossings in
southern California and the impact illegal immigra-tion has had on the public lands in the region. A brief
overview of past illegal immi-gration impacts to public lands resources along the border will help clarify and
pro-vide a context for the current management situation. In October 1994, the U. S. Border Patrol initiated
Operation Gatekeeper, increas-ing interdiction e orts ( including improved fencing, additional agents, and
patrols ) in southwestern San Diego County. Because Federal lands along the border, for the most part, are
remote and isolated areas, they became a popular route for illegally entering the United States. The rugged
terrain of Otay Mountain was once thought to present a natural barrier to illegal immigrants seeking access
routes east of San Diego. However, illegal tra ic across public lands dramatically increased throughout the
1990 s, resulting in serious environmental impacts. By June 1996, over 300 wildfires caused by campfires of
illegal immigrants posed a significant threat to human safety and natural resources. Illegal immigration also
resulted in increased impacts to soils, vegetation, cultural sites, and other sensitive resources. In response to this
crisis situation, the first of three formal interagency, coopera-tive e orts to address the dual missions of border
security and natural resource management was established. The Border Agency Fire Council ( BAFC ) was
formed during the 1996 fire season with the goal of saving...
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