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Delivered January 17, 1895 One unlucky day your Dean caught me in an amiable mood by reason of my having
seen an old friend whom | had been weak enough to advise to come hither to be the shepherdess of this flock. |
was told of her wish that I should give you of such wisdom as | chance to have. | am, like other men, disposed to
say yes to any woman | like, and generally to all women, because of my conviction that, as they have had
knowledge of good and evil longer than men, they must, on the whole, know what is best for us. | did urge as a
trifling difficulty that | had nothing to say, and did not possess the art of saying nothing so as to seem to say
something, and so what could | but re-coin mere platitudes. My friend replied at once that what she most
desired of me was such platitudes as | was likely to furnish. Now this is the hardest task you can set a man, - to
hearten up maxims of common sense, give them wings and make them seem angelic counsellors whom you
had better make haste to entertain. To be able to do this with efficiency is one of the hall-marks of genius. The
world needs no more wisdom; what it wants is the men who take the commonplaces of social life, - the average
sense of man, or the much worn words of Christ, and breathe into them fresh life sending them forth anew so
clad that we welcome the familiar thing,...
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