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private detective Monsieur Lecoq, who works logically. Lecoq was based on a real-life thief turned policeman
named Francois Vidocq (1775-1857), whose memoirs mixed fiction and fact. Gaboriau s huge following was
eclipsed by Arthur Conan Doyle s Sherlock Holmes. Interestingly, Holmes may have been at least partly based
on Bagoriau s character, consulting detective Father Tabaret, whose methods Lecoq adopts in the first Lecoq
book.
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