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of the Monitorial School, Boston, 1826 The monitorial school was instituted not only to facilitate the acquisition
of knowledge, but to render that acquisition a source of pleasure. The time we spend at school forms, on an
average, no inconsiderable portion of life; and if school can be made a scene of enjoyment as well as of
improvement, another object of no mean importance is attained. That this object is too generally overlooked,
appears to be not the fault of the pupils, but of the cold and irksome system usually pursued in the
developement of young minds: a system in itself su iciently odious, even in the earlier stages of our countrys
progress, when little was required of scholars beyond an imperfect knowledge of the elementary branches; but
now become oppressive and injurious, from the increased field of knowledge, which is presented to the learner,
by the discoveries and acquisitions of the last half century. We find, accordingly, that children who are taught
on the old plan, are kept constantly on the stretch to obtain that degree of information which the state of
society demands. They are pressed, when in school, and when out of it, with lessons which they do not
understand, and of course cannot relish. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands
of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten
Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a...
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